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There has been a flurry of activity in the immigration realm since President Biden took the executive office last
week. Some of the major items impacting immigration and travel to the U.S. as of this date are as follows:
 

Reinstatement of the travel restrictions imposed on most non-U.S. travelers who have been in Brazil, Ireland,
the UK, and 26 other European countries (Schengen Area countries) in the 14 days preceding their
scheduled/planned entry to the U.S. Former President Donald Trump had ordered these travel restrictions lifted,
as one of his final acts as president, to be effective January 26th. The order to reinstate the travel restrictions
came as one of President Biden’s first acts in office, five days into his administration. National interest and
emergency exemptions to these restrictions continue to be available, where applicable based on individual
circumstances.

 
A new travel restriction has been added for travelers from South Africa. This restriction, like the restrictions on
other countries, has been imposed due to concern about elevated COVID-19 rates and/or variant strains of
COVID-19 spreading beyond borders. If the virus continues to mutate, additional countries could be added to the
restricted list in the future.

 
All air passengers coming to the U.S. from a foreign country are required to a test for COVID-19 within three
days of boarding their flight and provide proof of the negative result or documentation of having recovered from
COVID-19 to the airline before boarding the flight. The U.S. Secretary of State is also tasked with reaching out,
over the coming two weeks, to the governments of Canada and Mexico to determine if additional or alternate
public health protocols are needed at land ports of entry. The timing and types of COVID-19 testing that will be



considered acceptable are still under review.
 

All international travelers will be required to comply with CDC guidelines concerning international travel,
including recommended periods of self-quarantine or self-isolation upon entry to the U.S. While CDC
guidelines currently recommend “staying home for 7 days after travel,” there is no hard and fast requirement for a
specific time frame for quarantine/isolation at this time; these provisions are currently under review. For your
reference: 

“Quarantine” keeps someone who might have been exposed to the virus away from others.
“Isolation” keeps someone who is infected with the virus away from others, even in their home.

 
Various U.S. government agencies have been tasked to “immediately take action, to the extent appropriate
and consistent with applicable law” to require that masks be worn in compliance with CDC guidelines in or
on: 

Airports; 
Commercial aircrafts; 
Trains; 
Public maritime vessels, including ferries; 
Intercity bus services; and 
All forms of public transportation as defined in section 5302 of title 49 of the United States Code. 

 
The U.S. government is also considering the feasibility of linking COVID-19 vaccinations to International
Certificates of Vaccination or Prophylaxis (ICVP) and producing electronic versions of ICVPs. However, no
program has currently been implemented.

 
Please continue to check the news, federal U.S. guidelines and state department of health websites in the
destination to which you are travelling before departing for the airport or U.S. border. 
 
Immigration policies and COVID-19 related practices are changing rapidly, and are subject to update at any time.
Please check in with your LMWF Immigration team member and this blog frequently for updates or any questions
regarding these matters.
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Disclaimer: The information in this post is provided for general informational purposes only, and may not reflect the current law in your jurisdiction.

No information contained in this post should be construed as legal advice from our firm or the individual author, nor is it intended to be a substitute

for legal counsel on any subject matter. No reader of this post should act or refrain from acting on the basis of any information included in, or

accessible through, this post without seeking the appropriate legal or other professional advice on the particular facts and circumstances at issue

from a lawyer licensed in the recipient’s state, country or other appropriate licensing jurisdiction.
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