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National Interest Exceptions to Travel Limitations from the Schengen Area, UK or Ireland

U.S. presidential proclamations published in 2020 have significantly impacted travel to the U.S. from certain countries
—including China, Iran, Schengen Area countries, the UK, Ireland, and Brazil. However, several national interest
exceptions to these proclamations have recently been published, specifically impacting individuals traveling from the
Schengen Area, UK or Ireland. Travelers impacted by these exceptions include certain:

Business travelers
Investors
Treaty traders
Academics
Students

 
According to the U.S. Department of State, qualified business and student travelers who are applying for or have valid
visas or ESTA authorization may travel to the United States even as presidential proclamations 9993 and 9996
remain in effect. Students traveling from the Schengen Area, the UK, and Ireland with valid F-1 and M-1 visas do not
need to contact an embassy or consulate to seek an individual national interest exception to travel. Students seeking
to apply for new F-1 or M-1 visas should check the status of visa services at the nearest embassy or consulate; those
applicants who are found to be otherwise qualified for an F-1 or M-1 visa will automatically be considered for a national
interest exception to travel. Business travelers, investors, academics, J-1 students, and treaty traders who have a valid
visa or ESTA authorization that was issued prior to presidential proclamation 9993’s or 9996’s effective dates, or who
are seeking to apply for a visa, and believe they may qualify for a national interest exception should contact the
nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate before traveling. If a national interest exception is approved, they may travel on
either a valid visa or ESTA authorization, as appropriate.
 
The U.S. Department of State is also granting national interest exceptions for qualified travelers seeking to enter the
United States for purposes related to humanitarian travel, the public health response, and national security. 
 
National Interest Exemption for Certain Athletes, Team/League Staff, and Dependents
 
Live sporting events provide significant benefits to the U.S. national economy, and the need for these sporting events
to have full access to their athletes, support staff, and team and league leadership has been deemed in the national
interest of the United States. As such, aliens who compete in professional sporting events organized by certain
professional sporting groups—as well as their professional staff, team and league leadership, spouses, and
dependents—may be exempt from entry limitations under the following presidential proclamations:
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Proclamation 9984 (suspending  travel to the U.S. by foreign nationals who were physically present in the People’s
Republic of China (excluding the Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong and Macau) within the 14 days
preceding entry or attempted entry into the United States)
Proclamation 9992 (suspending travel to the U.S. by foreign nationals who were physically present in Iran within
the 14 days preceding entry or attempted entry into the United States)
Proclamation 9993 (suspended travel to the U.S. by foreign nationals who were physically present in any
Schengen Area country within the 14 days preceding entry or attempted entry into the United States)
Proclamation 9996 (suspended travel to the U.S. by foreign nationals who were physically present in the UK or
Republic of Ireland within the 14 days preceding entry or attempted entry into the United States)

 
Please contact an LMWF immigration team member with any specific questions, and check back regularly on this
blog for updates on changing rules and policies. 
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Disclaimer: The information in this post is provided for general informational purposes only, and may not reflect the current law in your jurisdiction.

No information contained in this post should be construed as legal advice from our firm or the individual author, nor is it intended to be a substitute

for legal counsel on any subject matter. No reader of this post should act or refrain from acting on the basis of any information included in, or

accessible through, this post without seeking the appropriate legal or other professional advice on the particular facts and circumstances at issue

from a lawyer licensed in the recipient’s state, country or other appropriate licensing jurisdiction.
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