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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Canada to Open its Borders in the Coming Months, but the
U.S. Won't Reciprocate Yet

By Elizabeth M. Klarin

July 22,2021 IMMIGRATION

Canada has announced that it will permit Americans fully vaccinated with a COVID vaccine approved by the
Canadian government to enter Canada for non-essential travel, starting August 9th. Then, on Sept. 7th, “provided
that Canada’s COVID-19 epidemiology remains favorable,” the borders will be opened to fully vaccinated travelers
from other countries as well.

However, the U.S. has no plan to reciprocate to allow Canadians to enter the U.S. for non-essential travel, although
change could come quickly once the U.S. decides to more broadly open its borders as well. In a notice pre-
published in the Federal Register on Wednesday, July 21st, the U.S government acknowledged that vaccination
rates have improved but that opening the border to non-essential travel still poses too great a risk. The order
expires August 21st, but similar orders have been renewed repeatedly since the borders were closed to travelers
entering the U.S. for tourism or recreation. Multiple Presidential Proclamations limiting entry from other jurisdictions
heavily impacted by COVID around the world also remain in place.

Travelers heading to Canada from the U.S. on August 9th or thereafter will be required to provide proof they are
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fully vaccinated, and must have had their final dose at least two weeks prior to their arrival. Also, travelers must
present evidence of a negative Covid-19 test taken within 72 hours of arrival at the Canadian border or for their
flight into Canada, and must also enter their information ahead of time in Canada’s ArriveCan app.

Please feel free to reach out to any member of the Lippes immigration team with questions.
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Disclaimer: The information in this post is provided for general informational purposes only, and may not reflect the current law in your jurisdiction.
No information contained in this post should be construed as legal advice from our firm or the individual author, nor is it intended to be a substitute
for legal counsel on any subject matter. No reader of this post should act or refrain from acting on the basis of any information included in, or
accessible through, this post without seeking the appropriate legal or other professional advice on the particular facts and circumstances at issue

from a lawyer licensed in the recipient’s state, country or other appropriate licensing jurisdiction.
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