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August 21, 2025 | PRESS RELEASES
Lippes Mathias LLP today announced that 89 of the firm’s Albany, Buffalo, Clarence, Cleveland, Jacksonville, New
York City, Rochester, Syracuse, Washington, D.C., and West Palm Beach-based attorneys have been listed in the
2026 editions of The Best Lawyers in America®, The Best Lawyers in America: Lawyer of the Year,  and The Best
Lawyers in America: Ones to Watch. Best Lawyers, the oldest and most respected peer review publication in the
legal profession, compiles its lists of outstanding attorneys based entirely on peer review. 

Attorneys recognized as “Lawyer of the Year” in the 2026 edition of The Best Lawyers in America  and their
practice areas include: 

Buffalo, N.Y. 

Gary P. Bluestein – Tax Law 
Amy Habib Rittling – Mediation 
Kevin T. Merriman – Insurance Law 
Jennifer C. Persico – Litigation – Municipal 

https://www.lippes.com/team/gary-p-bluestein-599
https://www.lippes.com/team/amy-habib-rittling-45
https://www.lippes.com/team/kevin-t-merriman-227
https://www.lippes.com/team/jennifer-c-persico-68


Rochester, N.Y. 

Amy L. Reichhart – Environmental Law 

Syracuse, N.Y. 

Michael J. Compagni – Health Care Law 

Lippes Mathias attorneys and their respective practice areas who have been named to the 2026 edition of The
Best Lawyers in America include: 

Albany, N.Y. 

Conor E. Brownell  – Commercial Litigation 
Matthew L. Hosford – Health Care Law 
Keith R. Jacques – Government Relations Practice; Labor Law – Union 
Anoush Koroghlian-Scott – Health Care Law 
Lawrence H. Schaefer – Labor Law – Union 
David E. Siegfeld – Elder Law 
Karl J. Sleight – Commercial Litigation 

Buffalo, N.Y. 

Scott S. Allen, Jr. – Commercial Litigation; Criminal Defense: White-Collar 
Brian J. Bocketti  – Banking and Finance Law; Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships);
Commercial Finance Law; Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions Law 
Kevin J. Cross – Commercial Litigation 
Jillian E. Deck – Banking and Finance Law 
Thomas J. Fennell – Real Estate Law 
Raymond L. Fink – Banking and Finance Law; Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and
Reorganization Law; Commercial Litigation; Litigation – Bankruptcy 
John J. Flynn – Criminal Defense: White-Collar 
Nisha V. Fontaine – Immigration Law 
Scott E. Friedman – Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships); Corporate Law 
Thomas J. Gaffney – Commercial Litigation; Construction Law; Litigation – Construction 
Steven S. Grieco – Corporate Law 
Amy Habib Rittling – Employment Law – Management; Labor Law – Management; Mediation 
Hon. Carol E. Heckman (Ret.)  – Appellate Practice; Arbitration; Commercial Litigation; Mediation; Native American
Law 
Margaret A. Hurley – Commercial Litigation; Litigation – Real Estate 
Gregory T. Ivancic – Corporate Law 
Elizabeth M. Klarin – Immigration Law 
John J. Koeppel – Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions Law; Venture Capital Law 
Brendan H. Little – Commercial Litigation 
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Christian M. Lovelace – Corporate Law 
Brian C. Mahoney  – Commercial Litigation 
Eileen M. Martin – Immigration Law 
Kirstie A. Means – Commercial Litigation 
Kevin T. Merriman – Insurance Law 
Paul A. Mitchell – Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions Law 
Johnny A. Mueller – Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization Law; Litigation –
Bankruptcy 
Michael L. Nisengard – Real Estate Law 
Helen Osgood – Commercial Finance Law; Real Estate Law 
Jennifer C. Persico – Commercial Litigation; Litigation – Municipal; Litigation – Real Estate; Municipal Law 
Brendan J. Rich – Corporate Governance Law; Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions Law 
Meghann N. Roehl – Medical Malpractice Law – Defendants 
Paul J. Schulz – Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions Law 
Blaine S. Schwartz – Real Estate Law 
Ryan V. Stearns – Real Estate Law 
Lauren A. Suttell – Health Care Law 
Courtney Donahue Tasner – Trusts and Estates 
Charles E. Telford, III  – Trusts and Estates 
Dennis C. Vacco – Commercial Litigation; Corporate Compliance Law; Criminal Defense: White-Collar 
Paul F. Wells – Real Estate Law 
Alan S. Wexler – Real Estate Law 
Andrew M. Wilson  – Immigration Law 

Clarence, N.Y. 

Gary P. Bluestein – Litigation and Controversy – Tax; Tax Law 
Daniel F. Brown – Commercial Litigation 

Jacksonville, Fla. 

Daniel D. Akel – Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships); Corporate Law 
Edward C. Akel – Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships); Litigation – Trusts and Estates;
Litigation and Controversy – Tax; Tax Law 
Alessandro A. Apolito – Litigation – Trusts and Estates; Trusts and Estates 
Helen S. Atter – Corporate Law 
Kathleen H. Cold – Corporate Law; Tax Law; Trusts and Estates 
Musa K. Farmand – Personal Injury Litigation – Defendants; Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs 
H. Leon Holbrook, III  – Corporate Law 
Michael J. Lufkin – Employment Law – Management 
Thomas R. Ray – Construction Law; Litigation – Construction 
Bethany Ray Reichard – Commercial Litigation 
Robert G. Riegel, Jr. – Employment Law – Management; Labor Law – Management; Litigation – Labor and
Employment 
Christopher A. Walker – Corporate Law 
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New York, N.Y. 

Matthew D. Asbell – Litigation – Intellectual Property; Trademark Law 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Alan R. Feldstein – Real Estate Law 
Kelly S. Foss – Appellate Practice; Commercial Litigation 
Svetlana K. Ivy  – Appellate Practice; Commercial Litigation 
Amy L. Reichhart – Environmental Law 

Syracuse, N.Y. 

Marc S. Beckman – Health Care Law 
Stephen H. Cohen – Employee Benefits (ERISA) Law; Health Care Law 
Michael J. Compagni – Health Care Law 
Bruce A. Smith – Health Care Law 
Laura L. Spring – Litigation – Labor and Employment 

Washington, D.C. 

Klint A. Cowan – Native American Law 
Brendan P. Kelleher – Employment Law – Management; Labor Law – Management 
Michael G. Rossetti – Native American Law 

West Palm Beach, Fla.  

Conrad Damon – Real Estate Law 
Michael J Posner – Real Estate Law 
Philip H. Ward, III – Closely Held Companies and Family Businesses Law; Real Estate Law 

Attorneys who have been named to the 2026 edition of The Best Lawyers in America: Ones to Watch  list and their
practice areas include: 

Albany, N.Y. 

Juliana E. Piemonte – Labor and Employment Law – Employee 
John M. Tuppen – Labor and Employment Law – Employee 

Buffalo, N.Y. 

Vadim V. Belous – Real Estate Law 
Richard R. Capote – Environmental Law; Real Estate Law 
Hannah E. Cominsky – Commercial Litigation 
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J. Tyler Finn – Corporate Governance and Compliance Law; Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions Law 
Donell L. Gibson, Jr. – Corporate Governance and Compliance Law; Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions
Law 
MacKenzie E. Hamill – Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions Law 
Anthony M. Kroese – Commercial Litigation; Corporate Law; Litigation – Intellectual Property; Real Estate Law 
Gregory T. Measer – Health Care Law 
Jessica M. Peraza – Elder Law; Litigation – Trusts and Estates; Trusts and Estates 
Mitchell J. Ream – Banking and Finance Law; Business Organizations (including LLCs and Partnerships);
Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions Law 
Thomas R. Southard – Commercial Litigation 
Carmen Alexander Vacco – Commercial Litigation; Criminal Defense: White-Collar 
Caroline R. Vilardo – Corporate Governance and Compliance Law; Corporate Law; Mergers and Acquisitions
Law 

Jacksonville, Fla. 

Mark D. Canfield – Litigation – Real Estate; Real Estate Law 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Megan N. Ha – Banking and Finance Law 
Alexis B. Telga – Banking and Finance Law 

About Lippes Mathias LLP  
Lippes Mathias is a full-service law firm with 220-plus attorneys serving clients regionally, nationally, and
internationally. With offices in Buffalo, Clarence, Albany, Long Island, New York, Rochester, Syracuse, and
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.; Greater Toronto Area; Chicago, Ill.; Jacksonville, Tampa Bay, and West Palm Beach, Fla.;
Cleveland, Ohio; San Antonio, Texas; Oklahoma City, Okla. and Washington, D.C., the firm represents publicly and
privately-owned companies, private equity and venture capital firms, independent sponsors, real estate
developers, financial institutions, municipalities, governmental entities, and individuals. 

Ranked No. 204 on The National Law Journal’s NLJ 500 list of the largest law firms in the United States by attorney
headcount, Lippes Mathias is proud to be recognized year after year by The Best Lawyers in America®, U.S. News -
Best Lawyers®, Super Lawyers, and Chambers USA. For more information, visit www.lippes.com. 

Related Team

   

https://www.lippes.com/team/j-tyler-finn-322
https://www.lippes.com/team/donell-l-gibson-jr-43
https://www.lippes.com/team/mackenzie-e-hamill-364
https://www.lippes.com/team/anthony-m-kroese-366
https://www.lippes.com/team/gregory-t-measer-225
https://www.lippes.com/team/jessica-m-peraza-190
https://www.lippes.com/team/mitchell-j-ream-70
https://www.lippes.com/team/thomas-r-southard-411
https://www.lippes.com/team/carmen-alexander-vacco-148
https://www.lippes.com/team/caroline-r-vilardo-241
https://www.lippes.com/team/mark-d-canfield-237
https://www.lippes.com/team/megan-n-ha-361
https://www.lippes.com/team/alexis-b-telga-541
http://www.lippes.com/


   

   

   

Daniel D. Akel
Partner

Edward C. Akel
Partner

Scott S. Allen, Jr.
Partner | Team
Leader - Agriculture

Alessandro A.
Apolito
Partner | Office
Leader, Jacksonville

Matthew D. Asbell 
Partner

Helen S. Atter
Partner | Team
Leader - General
Counsel Services

Marc S. Beckman
Partner | Team Co-
Leader - Health Care

Vadim V. Belous
Associate

Gary P. Bluestein
Of Counsel

Brian J. Bocketti
Chief Growth Officer
| Partner | Executive
Committee | Team
Co-Leader - Banking
& Financial
Transactions

Daniel F. Brown
Senior Counsel

Conor E. Brownell
Partner

file:///team/daniel-d-akel-87
file:///team/edward-c-akel-88
file:///team/scott-s-allen-jr-16
file:///team/alessandro-a-apolito-97
file:///team/matthew-d-asbell-561
file:///team/helen-s-atter-280
file:///team/marc-s-beckman-577
file:///team/vadim-v-belous-278
file:///team/gary-p-bluestein-599
file:///team/brian-j-bocketti-20
file:///team/daniel-f-brown-525
file:///team/conor-e-brownell-2


   

   

   

Mark D. Canfield
Senior Associate

Richard R. Capote
Partner

Stephen H. Cohen 
Partner

Kathleen H. Cold
Partner

Hannah E.
Cominsky 
Associate

Michael J.
Compagni 
Partner | Office
Leader, Syracuse

Klint A. Cowan
Partner | Team Co-
Leader - Indian Law

Kevin J. Cross
Managing Partner |
Chairman | Executive
Committee

Conrad Damon 
Partner

Jillian E. Deck
Partner | Team Co-
Leader - Banking &
Financial
Transactions

Musa K. Farmand
Partner

Alan R. Feldstein 
Senior Counsel

file:///team/mark-d-canfield-237
file:///team/richard-r-capote-22
file:///team/stephen-h-cohen-584
file:///team/kathleen-h-cold-89
file:///team/hannah-e-cominsky-365
file:///team/michael-j-compagni-574
file:///team/klint-a-cowan-515
file:///team/kevin-j-cross-27
file:///team/conrad-damon-605
file:///team/jillian-e-deck-30
file:///team/musa-k-farmand-90
file:///team/alan-r-feldstein-639


   

   

   

Thomas J. Fennell
Partner

Raymond L. Fink
Partner | Team Co-
Leader - Financial
Restructuring &
Insolvency

J. Tyler Finn
Senior Associate

John J. Flynn
Partner | Team
Leader - Municipal
Law | Team Co-
Leader - Lobbying &
Public Policy

Nisha V. Fontaine
(Jagtiani)
Partner

Kelly S. Foss
Partner

Scott E. Friedman
Partner | Team Co-
Leader Startups &
Venture Capital |
Team Co-Leader -
Family Business

Thomas J. Gaffney
Chief Operating
Officer | Partner |
General Counsel |
Team Leader -
Construction
Litigation

Donell L. Gibson, Jr.
Senior Associate

Steven S. Grieco
Partner

Megan N. Ha
Senior Associate

Amy Habib Rittling
Partner | Chief Legal
Officer | Team
Leader -
Employment

file:///team/thomas-j-fennell-37
file:///team/raymond-l-fink-38
file:///team/j-tyler-finn-322
file:///team/john-j-flynn-566
file:///team/nisha-v-fontaine-jagtiani-39
file:///team/kelly-s-foss-568
file:///team/scott-e-friedman-41
file:///team/thomas-j-gaffney-42
file:///team/donell-l-gibson-jr-43
file:///team/steven-s-grieco-591
file:///team/megan-n-ha-361
file:///team/amy-habib-rittling-45


   

   

   

MacKenzie E. Hamill
Associate

Hon. Carol E.
Heckman (Ret.)
Partner | Team
Leader- Alternative
Dispute Resolution

H. Leon Holbrook III
Partner

Matthew L. Hosford
Partner

Margaret A. Hurley
Partner

Gregory T. Ivancic
Senior Counsel

Svetlana K. Ivy 
Partner | Team
Leader - Appellate

Keith R. Jacques
Partner | Team
Leader - Public
Sector Labor

Brendan P. Kelleher
Partner | Team Co-
Leader K-12
Education

Elizabeth M. Klarin
Partner

John J. Koeppel
Partner | Team
Leader - Private
Equity | Team
Leader- Independent
Sponsor

Anoush Koroghlian-
Scott
Partner

file:///team/mackenzie-e-hamill-364
file:///team/hon-carol-e-heckman-ret-46
file:///team/h-leon-holbrook-iii-91
file:///team/matthew-l-hosford-235
file:///team/margaret-a-hurley-48
file:///team/gregory-t-ivancic-49
file:///team/svetlana-k-ivy-562
file:///team/keith-r-jacques-8
file:///team/brendan-p-kelleher-414
file:///team/elizabeth-m-klarin-51
file:///team/john-j-koeppel-52
file:///team/anoush-koroghlian-scott-234


   

   

Anthony M. Kroese
Senior Associate

Brendan H. Little
Partner | Team
Leader - Consumer
Financial Services
Litigation

Christian M.
Lovelace
Partner | Team
Leader - Franchising
& Licensing | Team
Leader - Asset
Receivable
Management | Team
Co-Leader -
Corporate

Michael J. Lufkin
Partner

Brian C. Mahoney
Partner

Eileen M. Martin
Partner | Team Co-
Leader - Immigration
| Team Leader -
Canada-U.S. Cross
Border

Kirstie A. Means
Partner

Gregory T. Measer
Senior Associate

file:///team/anthony-m-kroese-366
file:///team/brendan-h-little-54
file:///team/christian-m-lovelace-55
file:///team/michael-j-lufkin-408
file:///team/brian-c-mahoney-373
file:///team/eileen-m-martin-58
file:///team/kirstie-a-means-555
file:///team/gregory-t-measer-225


   

   

   

Kevin T. Merriman
Partner | Team
Leader - Insurance
Recovery,
Counseling &
Litigation

Paul A. Mitchell
Senior Counsel

Johnny A. Mueller
Partner | Team Co-
Leader - Financial
Restructuring &
Insolvency

Michael L.
Nisengard
Partner

Helen Osgood
Senior Counsel

Jennifer C. Persico
Partner | Executive
Committee | Team
Leader - Litigation

Juliana E. Piemonte
Associate

Michael J Posner 
Partner | Florida
Board Certified In
Real Estate Law

Thomas R. Ray
Partner

Mitchell J. Ream
Senior Associate

Bethany Ray
Reichard
Partner

Amy L. Reichhart
Partner | Team
Leader- Brownfield &
Superfund Cleanup
and Redevelopment

file:///team/kevin-t-merriman-227
file:///team/paul-a-mitchell-61
file:///team/johnny-a-mueller-63
file:///team/michael-l-nisengard-64
file:///team/helen-osgood-478
file:///team/jennifer-c-persico-68
file:///team/juliana-e-piemonte-480
file:///team/michael-j-posner-606
file:///team/thomas-r-ray-92
file:///team/mitchell-j-ream-70
file:///team/bethany-ray-reichard-93
file:///team/amy-l-reichhart-416


   

   

   

Brendan J. Rich
Partner | Team Co-
Leader - Corporate |
Team Leader -
Mergers &
Acquisitions

Robert G. Riegel, Jr.
Partner

Meghann N. Roehl
Partner | Team
Leader - Medical
Malpractice Litigation
Defense

Michael G. Rossetti
Partner | Team Co-
Leader –
Government &
Corporate
Investigations | Team
Co-Leader -
Lobbying & Public
Policy

Lawrence H.
Schaefer
Partner

Paul J. Schulz
Senior Counsel

Blaine S. Schwartz
Partner

David E. Siegfeld
Partner | Team
Leader - Trusts &
Estates

Karl J. Sleight 
Partner | Office
Leader, Saratoga
Springs

Bruce A. Smith 
Partner

Thomas R. Southard
Associate

Laura L. Spring 
Partner

file:///team/brendan-j-rich-72
file:///team/robert-g-riegel-jr-409
file:///team/meghann-n-roehl-595
file:///team/michael-g-rossetti-105
file:///team/lawrence-h-schaefer-13
file:///team/paul-j-schulz-74
file:///team/blaine-s-schwartz-75
file:///team/david-e-siegfeld-15
file:///team/karl-j-sleight-372
file:///team/bruce-a-smith-579
file:///team/thomas-r-southard-411
file:///team/laura-l-spring-580


   

   

   

Ryan V. Stearns
Partner | Team
Leader - Cannabis

Lauren A. Suttell
Partner | Team
Leader - Not-For-
Profit

Courtney Donahue
Tasner
Partner

Charles E. Telford III
Partner

Alexis B. Telga
Associate

John M. Tuppen
Counsel

Dennis C. Vacco
Partner | Executive
Committee | Team
Co-Leader -
Government &
Corporate
Investigations

Carmen Alexander
Vacco
Senior Associate

Caroline R. Vilardo
Senior Associate

Christopher A.
Walker
Partner

Philip H. Ward, III
Partner

Paul F. Wells
Partner | Executive
Committee | Team
Leader - Real Estate

file:///team/ryan-v-stearns-78
file:///team/lauren-a-suttell-80
file:///team/courtney-donahue-tasner-34
file:///team/charles-e-telford-iii-81
file:///team/alexis-b-telga-541
file:///team/john-m-tuppen-516
file:///team/dennis-c-vacco-82
file:///team/carmen-alexander-vacco-148
file:///team/caroline-r-vilardo-241
file:///team/christopher-a-walker-107
file:///team/philip-h-ward-iii-604
file:///team/paul-f-wells-84


 

Alan S. Wexler
Retired Partner

Andrew M. Wilson
Partner | Chief
Advisory Officer |
Team Co-Leader -
Immigration

file:///team/alan-s-wexler-85
file:///team/andrew-m-wilson-86

